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ressed in 
uniforms of 

similar styles 
and colours, 

some witfi 
checks, others 

witfi stars
some with beards, others without, soldiers use cannons, tanks, 
and rockets to pummel Dubrovnik. The only question is when 
will the victor raise his distinctive, bloody flag high on the pile 
of rubble, under a cloud of dust and in the stench of rotting 
corpses? We have already seen the pictures of Pakrac, Vukovar,
Osijek, Plitivce, Kostanica... once towns and now ghostly 
monuments of thls war.

Dubrovnik was first a Byzantine colony, then Norman,
Venetian, Hungarian, Serbian, Turkish and Austrian. But from 
the twelfth century it was recognized as a city-commune.
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Between 1358 and 1808, it ran its own administrative and 
législative affairs as the so-called Dubrovnik Republic. From 
1815 it was under French occupation, then a part of Austria, 
and then from 1918, of Yugoslavia. A history of striving for 
independence against the ambitions of many conquerors.

Dubrovnik conquered through wisdom, not war. Instead 
of weapons, it defended itself through co-operation. By 1500 it 
had 22 consulates in the Mediterranean. At the end of the 
seventeenth century, 70. Dubrovnik thus became a symbol of 
interconnection with the world.

One side of the city opens to the sea, always drawing 
towards discovery. The other is surrounded by a hinterland 
intersected by numerous caravan routes to Bosnia,
Monténégro, Serbia, then Byzantium, Hungary, Bulgaria, and 
then onwards to the Mediterranean and Europe. A key trading 
link between the Mediterranean and the Balkans, Dubrovnik 
was a bridge over which these worlds passed.

So the battle around Dubrovnik has been a fight to 
annihilate history. The warriors sing about their glorious wars 
and sacrifices. But that is a selective history. Those who have 
built monuments now pull them down with equal passion; 
those who abolished churches and mosques now build them. 
Again the Balkans produce more history than they can 
consume. With ail Dubrovnik's past, what can it matter who 
Controls which square meter of this devastated land at this 
moment?

Dubrovnik has in fact given Serbia its history. Without 
its famed archives, Serbia's history from the Middle Ages 
would be a tabula rasa. The same for Dalmatia, Bosnia,
Croatia, and the Mediterranean. Those records could be at risk 
from an errant incendiary, or even a soldier's cigarette. Once 
again Dubrovnik imposes itself in the struggle between 
knowledge and ignorance.

Instead of the insignia of czars, kings, or princes, 
Dubrovnik's coat of arms carried the sign of its protector, Saint 
Vlah. Its hymn is: "O, beautiful, sweet, divine freedom!" 
Symbol of co-operation and negotiation, remembrance and 
hope: Soldiers, leave this history, let Dubrovnik be!
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